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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service, and into his kingdom.
e That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he is preaching a new series, Community & Diversity at Christ’s
Church in Queens, on how we function as a church.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).
Pakistan | Basic Country Facts: Operation World Denomination Statistics
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Protestant 25 1.39 2,567,000 | 1.5%

Independent 37 0.35 643,000 2.7%

Catholic 1 0.71 1,320,000 2.1%

Sla kol Marginal 1 <0.01 4,000 2.5%
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Ethnic Breakdown: Punjabi 44.68%, Pashtun (Pathan) 15.42%, Sindhi 14.1%, Sariaki 8.38%, Muhajirs 7.57%, Balochi
3.57%, other 6.28%

Major Languages: Punjabi 48%, Sindhi 12%, Saraiki (a Punjabi variant) 10%, Pashto (alternate name, Pashtu) 8%, Urdu
(official) 8%, Balochi 3%, Hindko 2%, Brahui 1%, English (official; lingua franca of Pakistani elite and most government
ministries), Burushaski, and other 8%

Religion: Muslim (official) 96.4% (Sunni 85-90%, Shia 10-15%), other (includes Christian and Hindu) 3.6% (2010 est.)
Population: 199,085,847 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 65.47 years female: 69.4 years (2015 est.)

Government: federal republic

Economic Conditions: Decades of internal political disputes and low levels of foreign investment have led to slow growth
and underdevelopment in Pakistan. Agriculture accounts for more than one-fourth of output and two-fifths of employment.
Textiles account for most of Pakistan's export earnings, and Pakistan's failure to diversify its exportshas left the country
vulnerable to shifts in world demand. Official unemployment was 6.9% in 2014, but this fails to capture the true picture,
because much of the economy is informal and underemployment remains high. Pakistan’s human development continues
to lag behind most of the region. Remittances from overseas workers, averaging more than$1 billion a month, remain a
bright spot for Pakistan. Pakistan remains stuck in a low-income, low-growth trap, with growth averaging about 3.5% per
year from 2008 to 2014. Pakistan must address long standing issues related to government revenues and the electricity
and natural gas sectorsin order to spur the amount of economic growth that will be necessary to employ its growing and
rapidly urbanizing population, more than half of which is under 22. Other long term challenges include expanding
investment in education and healthcare, adapting to the effects of climate change and natural disasters, and reducing
dependence on foreign donors.

GDP Per Capita: $4,700 (2014 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 25.1% industry: 21.3% services: 53.6% (2014 est.)
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Education: The Constitution of Pakistan requires the state to provide free primary and secondary education. Pakistan has
a large network of both public and private universities; a collaboration of public-private universities to provide research
and higher education in the country, although there is concern about the low quality of teaching in many of the newer
schools. There are also madrassahs that provide free Islamic education and offer free board and lodging to students, who
come mainly from the poorer strata of society. Strongly instigated public pressure and popular criticism over the
extremists usage of madrassahs for recruitment, the Pakistan government has made repeated efforts to regulate and
monitor the quality of education in the madrassahs.
Initiatives taken in 2007, the English medium education has been made compulsory to all schools across the country.
Additional reforms taken in 2013, all educational institutions in Sindh began instructions in Chinese language courses,
reflecting China's growing role as a superpower and increasing influence in Pakistan. The literacy rate of the population is
~58 %. Male literacy is ~70.2% while female literacy rate is 46.3%. Literacy rates vary by region and particularly by sex;
for instance, female literacy in tribal areas is 3.0%. Through various educational reforms, by 2015 the MoEd expects to
attain 100.00% enrollment levels among children of primary school age and a literacy rate of ~86% among people aged
over 10. (wiki)
State of the Church: Pakistan is the second most populous Muslim-majority country and has the second largest Shia
population in the world after Iran. About 97.0% of Pakistanis are Muslims. The majority are Sunni, with an estimated 5—
20% Shia. The Ahmadis, are another minority sect in Pakistan, albeit in much smaller numbers and are officially
considered non-Muslims by virtue of the constitutional amendment. There are also several Quraniyoon communities. As
of 2012, 12% of Pakistani Muslims self-identify as non-denominational Muslims. Sufism, a mystical Islamic tradition, has a
long history and a large popular following in Pakistan.
After Islam, Hinduism and Christianity are the largest religions in Pakistan, with 2,800,000 (1.6%) adherents each in 2005.
In 1998 following a census, they were followed by the Baha'i Faith, which had a following of 30,000, then Sikhism,
Buddhism and Zoroastrianism, each back then claiming 20,000 adherents, and a very small community of Jains. There is
a Roman Catholic community in Karachi which was established by Goan and Tamil migrants when Karachi's infrastructure
was being developed by the British during colonial administration between World War | and World War Il. Influence of
atheism is very little with 1.0% of the population aligned as atheist in 2005. However, the figure rose to 2.0% in 2012
according to Gallup. (wiki)
Prayer Points:

e Pakistan’s government alternates between inept civilian parties crippled by infighting and corruption, and
autocratic military dictatorships. Economic and social development is then hindered, while too much power and
wealth lies in the hands of a few elite. The country is under stress from fundamentalist forces in Pakistan’s west
and neighbouring Afghanistan as well as in the Punjab. Tensions with India and long-standing troubles in
Kashmir, a region driven by religious and political divisions, also threaten stability. Pray that Pakistan would be
freed from spirits of lawlessness and violence that continue to bleed the nation. Pray for the raising of leaders of
integrity and a government that will be effective in moving the nation forward and uplifting those who most need
their protection and assistance. That Pakistan persists as a nation at all is a testament to the amazing resilience
and flexibility of its people. (OW 1)

e Discrimination and persecution against religious minorities take many forms and are directed not only against
Christians but also against Hindus, Ahmaddiyas and Shi’a Muslims. The list of wrongs perpetrated makes for very
sobering reading:

o a) Institutionalized discrimination against minorities has increased since the government started pursuing
a policy of Islamization in the 1980s. This affects government posts, employment and education
opportunities, and much of public life. It also entrenches the lower status of minorities and prevents their
social and economic advancement. Financial and social inducements to convert to Islam also present a
problem to non-Muslims, who are generally poorer and have fewer career and education opportunities.

o b) The notorious blasphemy law imposes the death penalty on anyone who defames Mohammed, and life
in prison for anyone who defiles a Quran. Extremists routinely use the law — as a pretext for underlying
personal motives of revenge or envy — to falsely accuse innocents and stir up enough religious frenzy to
generate mob justice. Half of those charged under the blasphemy law have been Muslim.

o c¢) Persecution and violence are reality for many Christians and for others. Frequently, churches are
vandalized or destroyed and people are beaten, murdered, abducted, raped or forced to convert. Police
are usually either cowed by or complicit with the fanatics and mobs, and reparation or justice is often not
attained.

o An atmosphere of intimidation and fear pervades the lives of Christians and other minorities. Although
sharing the gospel is legal, few Christians try to do so with Muslims due to fear of violent repercussions.
Christians’ prevailing negative attitudes towards Muslims must also be overcome. (OW 4)




