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Today’s Service 

• That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached 
by Robert’s tract ministry (Access-A-Ride driver, Officer Holder).  

• That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he is preaching on Community & Diversity at Christ’s Church in 
Queens, on how we function as a church. 

• That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power, 
and love of God. 

RPC Outreach  
• That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church. 
• That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC. 
• The Organization Service of Reformation Presbyterian Church will be Saturday, November 14 at the Flushing 

Chinese United Methodist Church in Queens Village. At this service, Tom Harmon will be ordained and installed 
as Elder and Jon Shishko will be installed as Pastor. Pray that it will be well attended and an encouraging time for 
all as we start life as a particular church in the OPC. 

Regional Church  
• Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst 

(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller  
(Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY). 

South Africa | Basic Country Facts: 
 

 

Operation World Denomination Statistics 
 

Christians Deno
ms 

Pop % Affiliates Ann 
Gr 

Protestant 191 15.21 7,681,000 -0.2% 

Independent 543 39.82 20,107,000 1.9% 

Anglican 2 2.81 1,420,000 -1.2% 

Catholic 1 6.04 3,050,000 -0.3% 

Orthodox 4 0.10 48,000 0.1% 

Marginal 12 0.66 335,000 3.7% 

Unaffiliated  10.60 5,352,000 -0.6% 

Ethnic Breakdown: black African 80.2%, white 8.4%, colored 8.8%, Indian/Asian 2.5% 
note: colored is a term used in South Africa, including on the national census, for persons of mixed race ancestry (2014 
est.) 
Major Languages: IsiZulu (official) 22.7%, IsiXhosa (official) 16%, Afrikaans (official) 13.5%, English (official) 9.6%, 
Sepedi (official) 9.1%, Setswana (official) 8%, Sesotho (official) 7.6%, Xitsonga (official) 4.5%, siSwati (official) 2.5%, 
Tshivenda (official) 2.4%, isiNdebele (official) 2.1%, sign language 0.5%, other 1.6% (2011 est.) 
Religion: Protestant 36.6% (Zionist Christian 11.1%, Pentecostal/Charismatic 8.2%, Methodist 6.8%, Dutch Reformed 
6.7%, Anglican 3.8%), Catholic 7.1%, Muslim 1.5%, other Christian 36%, other 2.3%, unspecified 1.4%, none 15.1% 
(2001 census) 
Population: 53,675,563 
note: Statistics South Africa (the national statistical agency of South Africa) estimates the country's mid-year 2013 total 
population to be 52,981,991, which takes into account the findings of South Africa's 2011 census; estimates for this 
country explicitly take into account the effects of excess mortality due to AIDS; this can result in lower life expectancy, 
higher infant mortality, higher death rates, lower population growth rates, and changes in the distribution of population by 
age and sex than would otherwise be expected (July 2015 est.) 
Life Expectancy: male: 60.83 years female: 63.87 years (2015 est.) 
Government: republic 
Economic Conditions: South Africa is a middle-income, emerging market with an abundant supply of natural resources; 
well-developed financial, legal, communications, energy, and transport sectors; and a stock exchange that is Africa’s 
largest and among the top 20 in the world. 
Even though the country's modern infrastructure supports a relatively efficient distribution of goods to major urban centers 
throughout the region, unstable electricity supplies retard growth. Economic growth has decelerated in recent years, 
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slowing to just 1.5% in 2014. Unemployment, poverty, and inequality - among the highest in the world - remain a 
challenge. Official unemployment is roughly 25% of the work force, and runs significantly higher among black youth.  
South Africa's economic policy has focused on controlling inflation; however, the country faces structural constraints that 
also limit economic growth, such as skills shortages, declining global competitiveness and frequent work stoppages due to 
strike action. The current government faces growing pressure from urban constituencies to improve the delivery of basic 
services to low-income areas and to increase job growth.  
GDP Per Capita: $13,000 (2014 est.) 
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 2.4% industry: 28.5% services: 69.1% (2014 est.) 
Education: The adult literacy rate in 2007 was 88.7%.  
Under apartheid, schools for blacks were subject to discrimination through inadequate funding and a separate syllabus 
called Bantu Education which was only designed to give them sufficient skills to work as labourers. In 2004 South Africa 
started reforming its higher education system, merging and incorporating small universities into larger institutions, and 
renaming all higher education institutions "university" to redress these imbalances. (wiki) 
State of the Church: According to the 2001 census, Christians accounted for 79.8% of the population, with the majority of 
them being members of various Protestant denominations, including syncretic African initiated churches. Christian 
category includes Zion Christian (11.1%), Pentecostal (Charismatic) (8.2%), Roman Catholic (7.1%), Methodist (6.8%), 
Dutch Reformed (Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk; 6.7%), Anglican (3.8%). Members of remaining Christian churches 
accounted for another 36% of the population. Muslims accounted for 1.5% of the population, Hindus 1.2%, traditional 
African religion 0.3% and Judaism 0.2%. 15.1% had no religious affiliation, 0.6% were other and 1.4% were unspecified. 
(wiki) 
Prayer Points: 

• Government and leadership are challenges for the future. Finding another unifying figure such as Mandela, with 
his benign statesmanship, would be a miracle in itself. But lesser subsequent presidents have in turn seen the 
ruling ANC party lose its two-thirds majority in parliament, which could itself be another step toward a more 
progressive democracy. Corruption, cronyism and demagoguery are widespread, but greater transparency and a 
more mature democracy and free press are helping to address this. Many fear what may happen once Mandela’s 
presence no longer restrains more radical actions. Pray for all in leadership, that justice, wisdom, righteousness 
and economic betterment for all may be their priorities and their legacy. There are many committed Christians at 
every level of society (OW 1) 

• The legacy of apartheid continues to impact the nation. Despite progress in some areas, inequalities and 
injustices of the past continue to shape the future. Pray especially for: 

o a) Reconciliation among all races. This applies not just to black-white dynamics, but also to coloured and 
Indian peoples as well as to relationships among various black ethnicities. The “rainbow nation” must still 
deal with contempt, mistrust and deep-seated hurts and fears among peoples of this diverse but troubled 
land. Pray that the Church might lead the way by living out the truth of oneness in Christ Jesus. 

o b) Poverty and economic inequality. Land redistribution and affirmative action in employment are 
contentious initiatives that seek to assist the previously disadvantaged, but they come at a cost to the 
efficient running of the economy. Extremes of wealth and poverty persist. The black majority itself 
includes a wealthy elite and a poor majority, but the middle class is growing. Pray for economic measures 
that might uplift those most needing assistance without crippling the effective running of the economy. 

o c) Rape and violent crime rates are alarmingly high. The proliferation of illegal firearms, poverty, 
desperation and lack of justice fuels hopelessness and anarchy. Pray for those working for justice and for 
people’s safety – especially pray for the beleaguered police force. Pray for Christian ministries working 
with children at risk, jobless young people, prisoners and the police force. Pray that the spirit of violence – 
both physical and sexual – might be bound under the authority of Christ. (OW 2). 

• AIDS remains a scourge of the population. The HIV-occurrence rate is dropping, but the impact of AIDS is already 
devastating and yet to be fully felt – on the economy, demography and in ministry. There are around 500,000 new 
infections every year and nearly two million AIDS orphans. About 14% of the population are infected (some 
sources say more), but some regions or groups are much higher (infection rates of women aged 20-34 are at 
more than 40%). Nearly half of those with HIV have access to anti-retrovirals, but half of those with HIV also have 
tuberculosis, greatly increasing mortality rates. Pray that Christians might be used of God to care for the victims, 
the orphans and the bereaved. In Christ, there is a meaningful message of eternal hope, plus the spiritual power 
and moral foundation to mitigate the impact of AIDS. There are dozens of Christian agencies and NGOs, as well 
as many churches, active in this field. (OW 3) 

• Pray for ministries like Frontline Fellowship (http://www.frontline.org.za/, 
http://www.sermonaudio.com/source_detail.asp?sourceid=frontlineafrica).  


