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Today’s Service
•
•
•

That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry (A from DD).
That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he is preaching on Community & Diversity at Christ’s Church in
Queens, on how we function as a church.
That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.

RPC Outreach
•
•
•

That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
The Organization Service of Reformation Presbyterian Church will be Saturday, November 14 at the Flushing
Chinese United Methodist Church in Queens Village. At this service, Tom Harmon will be ordained and installed
as Elder and Jon Shishko will be installed as Pastor. Pray that it will be well attended and an encouraging time for
all as we start life as a particular church in the OPC.

Regional Church
•

Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(sabbatical) (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).

South Sudan | Basic Country Facts:

Operation World Denomination Statistics
Operation World does not have an entry for South
Sudan.
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Ethnic Breakdown: Dinka 35.8%, Nuer 15.6%, Shilluk, Azande, Bari, Kakwa, Kuku, Murle, Mandari, Didinga, Ndogo,
Bviri, Lndi, Anuak, Bongo, Lango, Dungotona, Acholi (2011 est.)
Major Languages: English (official), Arabic (includes Juba and Sudanese variants), regional languages include Dinka,
Nuer, Bari, Zande, Shilluk
Religion: animist, Christian, Muslim
Population: 12,042,910 (July 2015 est.)
Life Expectancy: Not available
Government: republic
Economic Conditions: Following several decades of civil war with Sudan, industry and infrastructure in landlocked South
Sudan are severely underdeveloped and poverty is widespread. Subsistence agriculture provides a living for the vast
majority of the population. Property rights are insecure and price signals are weak, because markets are not well
organized. After independence, South Sudan's central bank issued a new currency, the South Sudanese Pound, allowing
a short grace period for turning in the old currency.
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South Sudan has little infrastructure - approximately 250 kilometers of paved roads. Electricity is produced mostly by
costly diesel generators, and indoor plumbing and potable water are scarce. South Sudan depends largely on imports of
goods, services, and capital - mainly from Uganda, Kenya and Sudan.
Nevertheless, South Sudan does have abundant natural resources. At independence in 2011, South Sudan produced
nearly three-fourths of former Sudan's total oil output of nearly a half million barrels per day. The government of South
Sudan derives nearly 98% of its budget revenues from oil. Oil is exported through two pipelines that run to refineries and
shipping facilities at Port Sudan on the Red Sea. The economy of South Sudan will remain linked to Sudan for some time,
given the long lead time and great expense required to build another pipeline, should the government decide to do so.
South Sudan holds one of the richest agricultural areas in Africa with fertile soils and abundant water supplies. Currently
the region supports 10-20 million head of cattle.
South Sudan is currently burdened by considerable debt, accrued largely in 2012, because of rapidly accumulating
arrears and increased military spending. South Sudan has received more than $4 billion in foreign aid since 2005, largely
from the UK, the US, Norway, and the Netherlands. Annual inflation peaked at 79.5% in May 2012 but declined rapidly
thereafter, to 1.7% in 2013. Following the December 2013 outbreak of violence, inflation is on the rise again. Long-term
challenges include diversifying the formal economy, alleviating poverty, maintaining macroeconomic stability, improving
tax collection and financial management and improving the business environment.
GDP Per Capita: $2,300 (2014 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: Not available
Education: Primary education consists of eight years, followed by four years of secondary education, and then four years
of university instruction.
The primary language at all levels is English, as compared to the Republic of Sudan, where the language of instruction is
Arabic. In 2007 South Sudan adopted English as the official language of communication. There is a severe shortage of
English teachers and English-speaking teachers in the scientific and technical fields. (wiki)
State of the Church: Religions followed by the South Sudanese include traditional indigenous religions, Christianity or
Islam. The last census to mention the religion of southerners dates back to 1956 where a majority were classified as
following traditional beliefs or were Christian while 18% were Muslim. Scholarly and some U.S. Department of State
sources state that a majority of southern Sudanese maintain traditional indigenous (sometimes referred to as animist)
beliefs with those following Christianity in a minority (albeit an influential one), which would make South Sudan one of the
very few countries in the world where most people follow traditional indigenous religion. However, according to the U.S.
State Department's International Religious Freedom Report of 2012 the majority of the population adhere to Christianity,
while reliable statistics on animist and Muslim belief are not available.
In the early 1990s, official records of Sudan claimed that the population of what was then included as South Sudan, 25%
of people followed traditional religions and 5% were Christians. However, some news reports claim a Christian majority,
and the US Episcopal Church claims the existence of large numbers of Anglican adherents from the Episcopal Church of
the Sudan: 2 million members in 2005.
Likewise, according to the World Christian Encyclopedia, the Catholic Church is the largest single Christian body in Sudan
since 1995, with 2.7 million Catholics mainly concentrated in South Sudan. A December 18, 2012 report on religion and
public life by the Pew Research Center states that in 2010, 60.5% of South Sudan’s population was Christian, 32.9% were
followers of traditional African religion and 6.2% were Muslim.
The Presbyterian Church in Sudan is the third largest denomination in Southern Sudan. It has about 1,000,000 members
in 500 congregations. Some publishers described the conflicts prior to partition as a Muslim-Christian war, but others
reject this notion, claiming Muslim and Christian sides sometimes overlapped.
Speaking at Saint Theresa Cathedral in Juba, South Sudanese President Kiir, a Roman Catholic, said that South Sudan
would be a nation that respects freedom of religion. Amongst Christians, most are Catholic and Anglican, though other
denominations are also active, and animist beliefs are often blended with Christian beliefs. (wiki)
Prayer Points:
• The remarkable church growth of the last 20 years occurred mostly in the south, in a context of war and
destruction. The faith of the southern Sudanese amid persecution and suffering is remarkable, but cannot be
presumed for the next generation. Pray that neither the peace agreement nor possible independence might blunt
the keen edge of their faith. Pray that the Church might play a central and redemptive role in shaping the future of
the south. (OW Sudan 3c)

