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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry (Pastor Joel, Stella, Trump).
e That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he is preaching on Community & Diversity at Christ’s Church in
Queens, on how we function as a church.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).
Tajikistan | Basic Country Facts: Operation World Denomination Statistics

Christians Deno Pop % Affiliates

o ms
X5 ¢ Protestant 6 0.11 8,000 4.1%

: Independent 3 0.01 1,000 14.9%
e Catholic 1 0.01 1,000  -12.9%
N oy Orthodox 7 0.90 63,000 = -2.7%
AN ' Marginal 1 0.01 1,000 -3.1%
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Ethnic Breakdown: Tajik 84.3%, Uzbek 13.8% (includes Lakai, Kongrat, Katagan, Barlos, Yuz), other 2% (includes
Kyrgyz, Russian, Turkmen, Tatar, Arab) (2010 est.)

Major Languages: Tajik (official), Russian widely used in government and business

note: different ethnic groups speak Uzbek, Kyrgyz, and Pashto

Religion: Sunni Muslim 85%, Shia Muslim 5%, other 10% (2003 est.)

Population: 8,191,958 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 64.28 years female: 70.66 years (2015 est.)

Government: republic

Economic Conditions: Tajikistan's economic situation remains fragile due to the uneven implementation of structural
reforms, corruption, weak governance, seasonal power shortages, and its large external debt burden. Tajikistan has one
of the lowest per capita GDPs among the 15 former Soviet republics. The 1992-97 civil war severely damaged an already
weak economic infrastructure and caused a sharp decline in industrial and agricultural production. Because of a lack of
employment opportunities in Tajikistan, more than one million Tajik citizens work abroad - roughly 90% in Russia -
supporting families back home through remittances that amount to nearly 50% of GDP. Less than 7% of the land area is
arable and cotton is the most important crop. Tajikistan imports approximately 60% of its food, mostly by rail. Mineral
resources include silver, gold, uranium, and tungsten. Industry consists mainly of small obsolete factories in food
processing and light industry, substantial hydropower facilities, and a large aluminum plant - currently operating well
below its capacity. Some experts estimate the value of narcotics transiting Tajikistan is equivalent to 30-50% of GDP.
GDP Per Capita: $2,700 (2014 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 27.2% industry: 21.6% services: 51.2% (2014 est.)

Education: Public education in Tajikistan consists of 11 years of primary and secondary education but the government
has plans to implement a 12-year system in 2016. Most, but not all, universities were established during the Soviet Era.
As of 2008 tertiary education enroliment was 17%, significantly below the sub-regional average of 37%. Many Tajiks left
the education system due to low demand in the labor market for people with extensive educational training or professional
skills.

According to a UNICEF-supported survey, about 25 percent of girls in Tajikistan fail to complete compulsory primary
education because of poverty and gender bias, although literacy is generally high in Tajikistan. Estimates of out of school
children range from 4.6% to 19.4% with the vast majority being girls. (wiki)
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State of the Church: Relationships between religious groups are generally amicable, although there is some concern
among mainstream Muslim leaders that minority religious groups undermine national unity. There is a concern for
religious institutions becoming active in the political sphere.

By law, religious communities must register by the State Committee on Religious Affairs (SCRA) and with local
authorities. Registration with the SCRA requires a charter, a list of 10 or more members, and evidence of local
government approval prayer site location. Religious groups who do not have a physical structure are not allowed to gather
publicly for prayer. Failure to register can result in large fines and closure of place of worship. There are reports that
registration on the local level is sometimes difficult to obtain. People under the age of 18 are also barred from public
religious practice. (wiki)

Prayer Points:

The Christian population has been massively reduced by emigration. It was and remains largely Russian
Orthodox. The civil war and its aftermath drove out the majority; most of the remainder are cultural/nominal
Christians with little desire to share the gospel with indigenous peoples. Pray that such a vision might be
awakened. While multi-ethnic congregations exist in a few cities, the bulk of the rural majority remains unreached.
Pray also for contextually sensitive outreach efforts and for church structures that will reproduce in rural areas.
(OW 2)

Although Islam is the religion of 94% of the population, only a small fraction practice “pure” Islam. Most are more
influenced by folk superstitions and Zoroastrian beliefs. Mosques sprouted up everywhere in the years following
independence, but now the government places severe restrictions on mosque building. Tajikistan’s proximity to
Iran and Afghanistan makes it vulnerable to Islamism. Pray for extremism to be restrained, and that Muslims
might have unprecedented opportunities to discover Christ. (OW 3)

Freedom of religion exists, but barely. The government, to prevent the growth of extremism in Islam, introduced
many restrictions that place a stranglehold on Christian ministry. Religious teaching, publishing and proselytism is
made very difficult if not illegal. Registering churches is also very difficult. Pray for the gospel to spread and
Christians to find ways to teach and minister despite these harsh restrictions. (OW 4)

Tajiks number 13 million in Central Asia. For nearly a thousand years, there was no significant outreach to Tajiks.
Now, in addition to more than 1,000 believers in Tajikistan, there are a greater number of Tajik believers in
Afghanistan as well as some in Pakistan and Uzbekistan. Pray for further growth, and pray for the establishment
of a truly indigenous Tajik Church — this is beginning to happen as Tajik church leaders emerge. Pray especially
for unity in this young expression of Christ’'s body. (OW 6)

Emigration is a major social challenge. As many as one million Tajik men are working abroad, mostly in Russia.
This is a huge proportion of the population and especially of the male population of working age. Entire villages
are denuded of the younger generation. One additional difficulty this creates is the constant drain on church
leadership; many Christians move away for financial reasons. Pray for job creation within Tajikistan generally and,
in particular, for churches to be able to hold onto their leaders. (OW 7)



