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Today’s Service
•
•
•

That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he finishes the series on Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year’s.
That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.

RPC Outreach
•
•

That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.

Regional Church
•

Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(sabbatical) (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).
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Ethnic Breakdown: white 79.96%, black 12.85%, Asian 4.43%, Amerindian and Alaska native 0.97%, native Hawaiian
and other Pacific islander 0.18%, two or more races 1.61% (July 2007 estimate)
note: a separate listing for Hispanic is not included because the US Census Bureau considers Hispanic to mean persons
of Spanish/Hispanic/Latino origin including those of Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican, Dominican Republic, Spanish, and
Central or South American origin living in the US who may be of any race or ethnic group (white, black, Asian, etc.); about
15.1% of the total US population is Hispanic
Major Languages: English 79.2%, Spanish 12.9%, other Indo-European 3.8%, Asian and Pacific island 3.3%, other 0.9%
(2011 est.)
note: data represents the language spoken at home; the US has no official national language, but English has acquired
official status in 31 of the 50 states; Hawaiian is an official language in the state of Hawaii
Religion: Protestant 51.3%, Roman Catholic 23.9%, Mormon 1.7%, other Christian 1.6%, Jewish 1.7%, Buddhist 0.7%,
Muslim 0.6%, other or unspecified 2.5%, unaffiliated 12.1%, none 4% (2007 est.)
Population: 321,368,864 (July 2015 est.)
Life Expectancy: male: 77.32 years female: 81.97 years (2015 est.)
Government: constitution-based federal republic; strong democratic tradition
Economic Conditions: The US has the most technologically powerful economy in the world, with a per capita GDP of
$54,800. US firms are at or near the forefront in technological advances, especially in computers, pharmaceuticals, and
medical, aerospace, and military equipment; however, their advantage has narrowed since the end of World War II. Based
on a comparison of GDP measured at Purchasing Power Parity conversion rates, the US economy in 2014, having stood
as the largest in the world for more than a century, slipped into second place behind China, which has more than tripled
the US growth rate for each year of the past four decades.
In the US, private individuals and business firms make most of the decisions, and the federal and state governments buy
needed goods and services predominantly in the private marketplace. US business firms enjoy greater flexibility than their
counterparts in Western Europe and Japan in decisions to expand capital plant, to lay off surplus workers, and to develop
new products. At the same time, they face higher barriers to enter their rivals' home markets than foreign firms face
entering US markets.
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Long-term problems for the US include stagnation of wages for lower-income families, inadequate investment in
deteriorating infrastructure, rapidly rising medical and pension costs of an aging population, energy shortages, and sizable
current account and budget deficits.
The onrush of technology has been a driving factor in the gradual development of a "two-tier" labor market in which those
at the bottom lack the education and the professional/technical skills of those at the top and, more and more, fail to get
comparable pay raises, health insurance coverage, and other benefits. But the globalization of trade, and especially the
rise of low-wage producers such as China, has put additional downward pressure on wages and upward pressure on the
return to capital. Since 1975, practically all the gains in household income have gone to the top 20% of households. Since
1996, dividends and capital gains have grown faster than wages or any other category of after-tax income.
GDP Per Capita: $54,400 (2014 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: 1.6% industry: 20.6% services: 77.8%
(2014 est.)
Education: American public education is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States
Department of Education through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from
the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten or first grade) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth
grade, the end of high school); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.
About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial or nonsectarian private schools. Just over 2% of children are
homeschooled. The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than
$11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student. Some 80% of U.S. college
students attend public universities. (wiki)
State of the Church: The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion and forbids
Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment. Christianity is by far the most common religion practiced in the
U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important
role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation. In a 2009 Gallup poll 42% of Americans said
that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont to a high of 63% in
Mississippi.
According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian, Protestant denominations accounted for
46.5%, while Roman Catholicism, at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[258] The total reporting nonChristian religions in 2014 was 5.9%. Other religions include Judaism (1.9%), Islam (0.9%), Buddhism (0.7%), Hinduism
(0.7%). The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic, atheist or simply having no
religion, up from 8.2% in 1990. There are also Unitarian Universalist, Baha'i, Sikh, Jain, Shinto, Confucian, Taoist, Druid,
Native American, Wiccan, humanist and deist communities.
Protestantism is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch
of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of
Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants, while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church.
Roman Catholicism in the United States has its origin in the Spanish and French colonization of the Americas, and later
grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island is the only state where a majority
of the population is Catholic. Lutheranism in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe and Germany.
North and South Dakota are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism was
introduced in North America by Scottish and Ulster Scots immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it
is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam (New
York City) before spreading westward. Utah is the only state where Mormonism is the religion of the majority of the
population. The Mormon Corridor also extends to parts of Idaho, Nevada and Wyoming. (wiki)
Prayer Points:
• The American Church needs revival – not the slick mass evangelism and theatrics associated with the word, but
true revival with conviction of sin, repentance and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. More often than not, the public
face of Christianity turns people away from Jesus rather than drawing them to Him. The gospel is often little more
than a self-help philosophy. Thank God for the pockets where revival is happening; pray that it may spread. (OW
6)
• Christian interaction with society must be re-examined; believers are not making the impact they should. God is
birthing many collaborative citywide movements that seek to make a Kingdom impact through unity, prayer and
ministry. Issues to cover in prayer are these:
o a) Christians must engage even more deeply with public life. The American Church has a rich history of
biblical activism; withdrawal today from wider society to form a Christian subculture is not the solution.
The school system, the prison system, the health care system, the welfare system, the entire political
system – all of these need committed believers striving for the best for the nation and its neediest people.
Pray for balance, wisdom and long-term involvement of Christians as salt and light in society. (OW 7a)

