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Today’s Service
•
•
•

That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he preaches a series on the Beatitudes.
That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.

RPC Outreach
•
•

That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.

Regional Church
•

Pray for the othevr churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(sabbatical) (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).
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Ethnic Breakdown: Armenian 98.1%, Yezidi (Kurd) 1.1%, other 0.7% (2011 est.)
Major Languages: Armenian (official) 97.9%, Kurdish (spoken by Yezidi minority) 1%, other 1% (2011 est.)
Religion: Armenian Apostolic 92.6%, Evangelical 1%, other 2.4%, none 1.1%, unspecified 2.9% (2011 est.)
Population: 3,056,382 (July 2015 est.)
Life Expectancy: male: 71.13 years female: 78.03 years (2015 est.)
Government: republic
Economic Conditions: Under the old Soviet central planning system, Armenia developed a modern industrial sector,
supplying machine tools, textiles, and other manufactured goods to sister republics, in exchange for raw materials and
energy. Armenia has since switched to small-scale agriculture and away from the large agroindustrial complexes of the
Soviet era. Armenia has only two open trade borders - Iran and Georgia - because its borders with Azerbaijan and Turkey
have been closed since 1991 and 1993, respectively, as a result of Armenia's ongoing conflict with Azerbaijan over the
separatist Nagorno-Karabakh region. Armenia's geographic isolation, a narrow export base, and pervasive monopolies in
important business sectors have made it particularly vulnerable to the sharp deterioration in the global economy and the
economic downturn in Russia. Armenia is particularly dependent on Russian commercial and governmental support and
most key Armenian infrastructure is Russian-owned and/or managed, especially in the energy sector, including electricity
and natural gas. Remittances from expatriates working in Russia are equivalent to about 20% of GDP and partly offset the
country's severe trade imbalance.
GDP Per Capita: $8,400 (2015 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 23.3% industry: 30.1% services: 46.7% (2015 est.)
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Education: Education, held in particular esteem in Armenian culture, changed fastest of the social services, while health
and welfare services attempted to maintain the basic state-planned structure of the Soviet era.
A literacy rate of 100% was reported as early as 1960. In the communist era, Armenian education followed the standard
Soviet model of complete state control (from Moscow) of curricula and teaching methods and close integration of
education activities with other aspects of society, such as politics, culture, and the economy. As in the Soviet period,
primary and secondary education in Armenia is free, and completion of secondary school is compulsory. (wiki)
State of the Church: Armenia was the first nation to adopt Christianity as a state religion, an event traditionally dated to
AD 301.
The predominant religion in Armenia is Christianity. The roots of the Armenian Church go back to the 1st century.
According to tradition, the Armenian Church was founded by two of Jesus' twelve apostles – Thaddaeus and Bartholomew
– who preached Christianity in Armenia between AD 40–60. Because of these two founding apostles, the official name of
the Armenian Church is Armenian Apostolic Church.
Over 93% of Armenian Christians belong to the Armenian Apostolic Church, a form of Oriental (Non-Chalcedonian)
Orthodoxy, which is a very ritualistic, conservative church, roughly comparable to the Coptic and Syriac churches. The
Armenian Apostolic Church is in communion only with a group of churches within Oriental Orthodoxy.
The Armenian Evangelical Church has a very sizable and favorable presence among the life of Armenians with over
several thousand members throughout the country. It traces its roots back to 1846 which was under patronage of the
Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople the aim of which was to train qualified clergy for the Armenian Apostolic Church.
Other Christian denominations practicing faith based on Nicene Creed in Armenia are the Pentecostal branches of
Protestant community such as the Word of Life, the Armenian Brotherhood Church, the Baptists which are known as of
the oldest existing denominations in Armenia and were permitted by the authorities of Soviet Union, and Presbyterians.
Catholics also exist in Armenia, both Latin rite and Armenian rite Catholics. The Mechitarists (also spelled "Mekhitarists"
Armenian: Մխիթարեան), are a congregation of Benedictine monks of the Armenian Catholic Church founded in 1712 by
Mekhitar of Sebaste. They are best known for their series of scholarly publications of ancient Armenian versions of
otherwise lost ancient Greek texts. (wiki)
Prayer Points:
• Good relations with neighbours are key to Armenia’s future. The political and economic scenes are deeply
affected by this issue. Centuries of bitter conflict, oppression and massacres left a legacy of hatred and mistrust of
these nations. From 1915-17, the Turks killed up to 1.5 million Armenians in what many regard as an
unrecognized genocide. Much has been made of Turkey’s refusal to accept responsibility. However, small but
significant progress between the two nations has been achieved in recent years; a timetable is set to normalize
diplomatic relations between them and to open their shared border once again. Pray that Armenians would be
able to forgive, and pray for the establishment of trade, trust and cooperation between Armenia, Turkey and
Azerbaijan. (OW 1)
• Armenia was the world’s first Christian nation and enjoys a great spiritual legacy of more than 1,700 years of
Christianity. Pray that Armenian Christians might become sources of light and blessing to the surrounding region;
few peoples here have a significant indigenous church. Armenian Christians are only now realizing the blessing of
their Christian heritage and the mission responsibility that lies with it. Pray that this movement may grow. (OW 3)
• The Armenian Apostolic Church has long been a cultural refuge in times of persecution, but the very traditional
nature of the Church, which is key to Armenian self-identity, also keeps them from discovering the living Christ. It
often inoculates Armenians against the message shared by other Christian groups. Pray for:
o a) Unity and cooperation within the Church. There are two main groups, tracing back nearly 1,000 years,
which use different dialects. Pray that these two (Eastern and Western) will find common ground and the
ability to work together for the purposes of God.
o b) Deep spiritual regeneration of the Church and for godly leaders. This Church will almost certainly
remain the dominant religious force in Armenian life. Therefore, pray that there would be a radical
transformation therein that sees Christ glorified and many saved.
o c) An appreciation of, and fellowship with, the smaller denominations in Armenia. Though this is
improving, significant suspicion and occasional hostility toward non-Orthodox groups remain. (OW 4)
• Evangelical Christianity has thrived among the Armenian diaspora of up to eight million, with many congregations
in the Middle East, North America and elsewhere. Most Armenians retain close links with their homeland even
after many generations away. Since 1988, a host of Armenian churches and ministries have given generously and
invested in reaching their homeland, with remarkable results. Pray for the world to be blessed through this global
people. (OW 8)

