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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
e That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he preaches a series on the Beatitudes.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
e That God would build the community of RPC: prayer meetings, membership classes, bible studies, etc.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).
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Ethnic Breakdown: Bosniak 48.4%, Serb 32.7%, Croat 14.6%, other 4.3%

Major Languages: Bosnian (official), Croatian (official), Serbian (official)

Religion: Muslim 40%, Orthodox 31%, Roman Catholic 15%, other 14%

Population: 3,867,055 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 73.54 years female: 79.77 years (2015 est.)

Government: federal democratic republic

Economic Conditions: Bosnia has a transitional economy with limited market reforms. The economy relies heavily on
the export of metals, energy, textiles and furniture as well as on remittances and foreign aid. A highly decentralized
government hampers economic policy coordination and reform, while excessive bureaucracy and a segmented market
discourage foreign investment. Foreign banks, primarily from Austria and Italy, now control most of the banking sector.
The konvertibilna marka (convertible mark or BAM) - the national currency introduced in 1998 - is pegged to the euro, and
confidence in the currency and the banking sector has remained stable.

Bosnia and Herzegovina became a full member of the Central European Free Trade Agreement in September 2007.
Bosnia's private sector is growing slowly, but foreign investment has dropped sharply since 2007. Government spending -
including transfer payments - remains high, at roughly 40% of GDP, because of redundant government offices at the
national, sub-national, and municipal level. High unemployment remains the most serious macroeconomic problem.
Bosnia and Herzegovina's top economic priorities are: acceleration of integration into the EU; strengthening the fiscal
system; public administration reform; World Trade Organization (WTO) membership; and securing economic growth by
fostering a dynamic, competitive private sector.

GDP Per Capita: $10,200 (2015 est.)
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GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 7.9% industry: 26.5% services: 65.6% (2015 est.)
Education: Primary schooling lasts for nine years. Secondary education is provided by general and technical secondary
schools (typically Gymnasiums) where studies typically last for four years. All forms of secondary schooling include an
element of vocational training. Pupils graduating from general secondary schools obtain the Matura and can enroll in any
tertiary educational institution or academy by passing a qualification examination prescribed by the governing body or
institution. Students graduating technical subjects obtain a Diploma.
Religious education is largely decentralized, as is the education system generally. Public schools offer religious education
classes, but with some exceptions, schools generally offer religious instruction only in the municipality's majority religion.
By law, students (or their parents, in the case of primary school students) may choose not to attend the classes. However,
students of the majority religion and sometimes also of minority religious groups faced pressure from teachers and peers
to attend religious instruction, and most did so. Children who are reluctant to be singled out as different from their
classmates often attend instruction of the majority religion, even if it is not the religion they practice at home. If a sufficient
number of students of minority religious group(s) attend a particular school (20 in the RS, 15 in the Federation), the school
must organize religion classes on their behalf. However, in rural areas there are usually no qualified religious
representatives available to teach religious studies to the handful of minority students. Minority students are often widely
scattered across remote areas, making it logistically difficult to provide classes even when a teacher is available. In the
Federation's five cantons with Bosniak majorities, schools offer Islamic religious instruction as a 2-hour-per-week elective
course. In cantons with Croat majorities, all Croat students attend the "elective" 1-hour weekly Catholic religion course for
primary and middle schools. Use of religious symbolism by the majority group in art classes, such as minority children in
Bosniak majority areas being tasked to draw mosques or those in Christian majority areas being asked to draw crosses,
continued to be a problem. (wiki)
Religion: The State Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) and the entity Constitutions of the Federation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska provide for freedom of religion, and the Government generally respects this
right in ethnically integrated areas or in areas where government officials are of the majority religion; the state-level Law
on Religious Freedom also provides comprehensive rights to religious communities. However, local authorities sometimes
restricted the right to worship of adherents of religious groups in areas where such persons are in the minority. 43% of
Herzegovinian and Bosnian Muslims are non-denominational Muslims.
Societal abuses and discrimination based on religious belief and practice persisted. Religious intolerance directly reflected
ethnic intolerance because of the virtually indistinguishable identification of ethnicity with religious background.
Discrimination against religious minorities occurred in nearly all parts of the country. In some communities local religious
leaders and politicians contributed to intolerance and an increase in nationalism through public statements and sermons.
A number of illegally constructed religious objects continued to cause ethnic/religious tension and conflict in various
communities. Religious symbols were often misused for political purposes. (wiki)
Prayer Points:

e The tragedy of 1992-1995 was only the latest in a long cycle of violence plaguing this region. Irreconcilable
animosity has burdened Bosnia with two separate mini-states and a presidency rotating among the three main
factions, an inefficient and expensive situation that drains up to 50% of the GDP. Few of the displaced have
resettled in their original homes, preferring to huddle together along sectarian lines. Although buildings and roads
are being restored, deep communal wounds remain. Appropriate justice for war criminals still at large and fair
solutions for all must be obtained. True reconciliation and unity will occur only by a powerful intervention from the
Great Reconciler. (OW 1)

e The post-war socio-economic situation is troubled, and recovery is slow. A poor country even before the strife,
Bosnia still struggles with poverty. Only organized crime syndicates do well for themselves; these groups must be
shut down if Bosnia hopes to join the EU with all the accompanying financial rewards. Young people in particular
are pessimistic — more than 60% want to leave the country; the brain and youth drains further sap Bosnia’s
potential. Pray for economic transformation, and for a new generation of Bosnians to lead their nation into a bright
future rather than flee a sinking ship. (OW 2)

e Religious communities are as entrenched as ever and deeply divided along ethnic lines. Orthodoxy has been
subverted by Serb nationalism, and Catholicism by Croat nationalism. Militant Wahhabism from the Middle East
(that has bankrolled the rapid rebuilding of mosques, many illegally) is replacing the previously European, Sufi-
influenced moderate Islam of Bosnia. A precious few are building bridges across religious divides. All groups view
Protestants and Independents suspiciously. Pray for the Spirit to move powerfully among all Churches and for
Christians to recognize that their citizenship lies first in Heaven. (OW 3)

e The unreached:

o a) Bosniak Muslims are possibly the least evangelized people in Europe. From a mere handful, the
number of believers in Jesus has grown to over 500. Islamic mission activities may cause them to be
even harder to reach. (OW 5a)




