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Today’s Service
•
•
•

That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he finishes a series on Easter.
That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.

RPC Outreach
•
•
•

That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
That God would build the community of RPC: prayer meetings, membership classes, bible studies, etc.

Regional Church
•

Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller
(Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne (Mt. Vernon, NY).

Chad | Basic Country Facts:
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Ethnic Breakdown: Sara 27.7%, Arab 12.3%, Mayo-Kebbi 11.5%, Kanem-Bornou 9%, Ouaddai 8.7%, Hadjarai 6.7%,

Tandjile 6.5%, Gorane 6.3%, Fitri-Batha 4.7%, other 6.4%, unknown 0.3% (1993 census)
Major Languages: French (official), Arabic (official), Sara (in south), more than 120 different languages and dialects
Religion: Muslim 53.1%, Catholic 20.1%, Protestant 14.2%, animist 7.3%, other 0.5%, unknown 1.7%, atheist 3.1% (1993
census)
Population: 11,631,456 (July 2015 est.)
Life Expectancy: male: 48.64 years female: 51.03 years (2015 est.)
Government: republic
Economic Conditions: Chad’s landlocked location results in high transportation costs for imported goods and
dependence on neighboring countries. Oil and agriculture are mainstays of Chad’s economy. Oil provides about 60% of
export revenues, while cotton, cattle, livestock, and gum arabic provide the bulk of Chad's non-oil export earnings. The
services sector contributes about one-third of GDP and has attracted foreign investment mostly through
telecommunications and banking.
Nearly all of Chad’s fuel is provided by one domestic refinery, and unanticipated shut-downs occasionally result in
shortages. The country regulates the price of domestic fuel, providing an incentive for black market sales.
Chad’s fiscal position is encumbered by declining oil prices, though high oil prices and strong local harvests supported the
economy in recent years. Chad relies on foreign assistance and foreign capital for much public and private sector
investment. Chad's investment climate remains challenging due to limited infrastructure, a lack of trained workers,
extensive government bureaucracy, and corruption.
GDP Per Capita: $2,800 (2015 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 54.9% industry: 14.2% services: 30.9% (2015 est.)
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Education: Educators face considerable challenges due to the nation's dispersed population and a certain degree of
reluctance on the part of parents to send their children to school. Although attendance is compulsory, only 68 percent of
boys attend primary school, and more than half of the population is illiterate. Higher education is provided at the University
of N'Djamena. At 33 percent, Chad has one of the lowest literacy rates of Sub-Saharan Africa.
In 2013, the U.S. Department of Labor's Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor in Chad reported that school
attendance of children aged 5 to 14 was as low as 39%. This can also be related to the issue of child labor as the report
also stated that 53% of children aged 5 to 14 were working children, and that 30% of children aged 7 to 14 combined work
and school. A more recent DOL report listed cattle herding as a major agricultural activity that employed underage
children. (wiki)
Religion: Chad is a religiously diverse country. The 1993 census found that 54% of Chadians were Muslim (of these,
according to a Pew report 48% professed to be Sunni, 21% Shia, 4% Ahmadi and 23% just Muslim). Of the others, 20%
were Roman Catholic, 14% Protestant, 10% animist, while 3% didn't profess any religion. None of these religious
traditions are monolithic. Animism includes a variety of ancestor and place-oriented religions whose expression is highly
specific. Islam is expressed in diverse ways; for example, according to the Pew report mentioned earlier 55% of Muslim
Chadians belong to Sufi orders. Christianity arrived in Chad with the French and American missionaries; as with Chadian
Islam, it syncretises aspects of pre-Christian religious beliefs. Muslims are largely concentrated in northern and eastern
Chad, and animists and Christians live primarily in southern Chad and Guéra. The constitution provides for a secular state
and guarantees religious freedom; different religious communities generally co-exist without problems.
The majority of Muslims in the country are adherents of a moderate branch of mystical Islam (Sufism). Its most common
expression is the Tijaniyah, an order followed by the 35% of Chadian Muslims which incorporates some local African
religious elements. A small minority of the country's Muslims hold more fundamentalist practices, which, in some cases,
may be associated with Saudi-oriented Salafi movements.
Roman Catholics represent the largest Christian denomination in the country. Most Protestants, including the Nigeriabased "Winners Chapel", are affiliated with various evangelical Christian groups. Members of the Bahá'í and Jehovah's
Witnesses religious communities also are present in the country. Both faiths were introduced after independence in 1960
and therefore are considered to be "new" religions in the country.
Chad is home to foreign missionaries representing both Christian and Islamic groups. Itinerant Muslim preachers,
primarily from Sudan, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan, also visit. Saudi Arabian funding generally supports social and
educational projects and extensive mosque construction.. (wiki)
Prayer Points:
• The need for a stable and just government is as urgent as ever. The current regime is noted for violence,
corruption (Chad frequently picks up the dubious honour of being the world’s most corrupt nation) and tribalism,
heavily favouring the Zaghawa. The complex patchwork of tribes, and the ethnic and religious fault lines between
north and south, make stability hard to attain. The constant threat from bandits and rebel groups – from within
Chad and from Darfur – further destabilizes the situation and hinders both socio-economic progress and Christian
ministry. Pray for a government that is representative of both north and south, honest and committed to the
betterment of all of its citizens. (OW 1)
• Freedom of religion is a precious reality. The otherwise flawed regime at least attempts to preserve this, but it
faces rebel threats that are often strongly Islamist and sponsored by foreign, hard line Islamic groups and nations.
The south, previously victim of marginalization, is increasingly courted as a counterbalance to this threat. Pray
that, while current freedoms still exist, Christians might fully utilize the opportunities. (OW 2)
• The ascendancy of Islam has increased in the last three decades. Its numerical, financial and social advantages
are used to consolidate its dominant position, and animist peoples are being steadily Islamized. Increasing
numbers of Muslim northerners are found in the south, with mosques and Muslim schools built in predominantly
Christian areas to serve them. (OW 3)
• The Church needs uplifting in prayer, especially regarding the following issues:
o a) African traditional religions are resurgent in the country, partly as an attempt to return to African roots.
Tribal initiation rites are becoming a divisive issue for Christians. Pray also for liberation from all
bondages by a deep working of the Holy Spirit in every congregation.
o b) The deception of the sects and secret societies. Groups such as Rosicrucians, Masons and other
specifically African quasi-Christian groups seek to lead Chadians astray. Pray for solid teaching that will
enable Christians to discern between truth and lies.
• d) Tribalism and petty legalisms cripple many congregations. Tribal rivalries and resentments (especially southnorth) prevent Christian witness. (OW 4a,c,d)

