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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
e That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he continues a series on 1 John.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
e That God would build the community of RPC: prayer meetings, membership classes, bible studies, etc.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (retiring) (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben
Miller (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne(retiring) (Mt. Vernon, NY),
Regional Home Missionary (Starting September 2016).
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Ethnic Breakdown: Han Chinese 91.6%, Zhuang 1.3%, other (includes Hui, Manchu, Uighur, Miao, Yi, Tujia, Tibetan,
Mongol, Dong, Buyei, Yao, Bai, Korean, Hani, Li, Kazakh, Dai and other nationalities) 7.1% note: the Chinese Government
officially recognizes 56 ethnic groups (2010 est.)

Major Languages: Standard Chinese or Mandarin (official; Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect), Yue (Cantonese),
Wu (Shanghainese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, Hakka dialects, minority languages (see
Ethnic groups entry) note: Zhuang is official in Guangxi Zhuang, Yue is official in Guangdong, Mongolian is official in Nei
Mongol, Uighur is official in Xinjiang Uygur, Kyrgyz is official in Xinjiang Uygur, and Tibetan is official in Xizang (Tibet)
Religion: Buddhist 18.2%, Christian 5.1%, Muslim 1.8%, folk religion 21.9%, Hindu < .1%, Jewish < .1%, other 0.7%
(includes Daoist (Taoist)), unaffiliated 52.2% note: officially atheist (2010 est.)

Population: 1,367,485,388 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 73.38 years female: 77.73 years (2015 est.)

Government: communist state

Economic Conditions: Since the late 1970s China has moved from a closed, centrally planned system to a more market-
oriented one that plays a major global role - in 2010 China became the world's largest exporter. Reforms began with the
phasing out of collectivized agriculture, and expanded to include the gradual liberalization of prices, fiscal decentralization,
increased autonomy for state enterprises, growth of the private sector, development of stock markets and a modern
banking system, and opening to foreign trade and investment. China has implemented reforms in a gradualist fashion. In
recent years, China has renewed its support for state-owned enterprises in sectors considered important to "economic
security," explicitly looking to foster globally competitive industries. Still, China's per capita income is below the world
average.

The Chinese government faces numerous economic challenges, including: (a) reducing its high domestic savings rate and
correspondingly low domestic consumption; (b) facilitating higher-wage job opportunities for the aspiring middle class,
including rural migrants and increasing numbers of college graduates; (c) reducing corruption and other economic crimes;
and (d) containing environmental damage and social strife related to the economy's rapid transformation. Economic
development has progressed further in coastal provinces than in the interior, and by 2014 more than 274 million migrant
workers and their dependents had relocated to urban areas to find work. One consequence of population control policy is
that China is now one of the most rapidly aging countries in the world. Deterioration in the environment - notably air
pollution, soil erosion, and the steady fall of the water table, especially in the North - is another long-term problem. China
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continues to lose arable land because of erosion and economic development. The Chinese government is seeking to add
energy production capacity from sources other than coal and oil, focusing on nuclear and alternative energy development.
GDP Per Capita: $14,300 (2015 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 8.9% industry: 42.7% services: 48.4%

Education: Since 1986, compulsory education in China comprises primary and junior secondary school, which together
last for nine years. In 2010, about 82.5 percent of students continued their education at a three-year senior secondary
school. The Gaokao, China's national university entrance exam, is a prerequisite for entrance into most higher education
institutions. In 2010, 27 percent of secondary school graduates are enrolled in higher education. Vocational education is
available to students at the secondary and tertiary level.

In February 2006, the government pledged to provide completely free nine-year education, including textbooks and fees.
Annual education investment went from less than US$50 billion in 2003 to more than US$250 billion in 2011. However,
there remains an inequality in education spending.

As of 2010, 94% of the population over age 15 are literate, compared to only 20% in 1950. In 2009, Chinese students
from Shanghai achieved the world's best results in mathematics, science and literacy, as tested by the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA), a worldwide evaluation of 15-year-old school pupils' scholastic performance.
Despite the high results, Chinese education has also faced both native and international criticism for its emphasis on rote
memorization and its gap in quality from rural to urban areas. (wiki)

Religion: Over the millennia, Chinese civilization has been influenced by various religious movements. The "three
teachings", including Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, historically have a significant role in shaping Chinese culture.
Elements of these three belief systems are often incorporated into popular or folk religious traditions. Freedom of religion
is guaranteed by China's constitution, although religious organizations that lack official approval can be subject to state
persecution.

The government of the People's Republic of China is officially atheist. Religious affairs and issues in the country are
overseen by the State Administration for Religious Affairs. A 2015 poll conducted by Gallup International found that 61%
of Chinese people self-identified as "convinced atheist." Scholars have noted that in China there is no clear boundary
between religions, especially Buddhism, Taoism and local folk religious practice. According to the most recent
demographic analyses, an average 30—80% of the Chinese population practice some form of Chinese folk religions and
Taoism. Approximately 10—16% are Buddhists, 2—4% are Christians, and 1—2% are Muslims. In addition to Han
people's local religious practices, there are also various ethnic minority groups in China who maintain their traditional
autochthone religions. Various sects of indigenous origin comprise 2—3% of the population, while Confucianism as a
religious self-designation is popular among intellectuals. Significant faiths specifically connected to certain ethnic groups
include Tibetan Buddhism and the Islamic religion of the Hui and Uyghur peoples. (wiki)

Prayer Points:

e The survival and growth of the Church in China are two of the decisive events of our generation. The staggering
recent growth of the Chinese Church has no parallel in history — from 2.7 million evangelicals in 1975 to over 75
million in 2010. Much growth is among the majority Han Chinese, with some growth among minority groups. A few
groups with no known believers among them in the late 1990s now have networks of growing house churches..
(OW Answers to Prayer 1)

e Christians are now found in every stratum of Chinese society. The emergence of vibrant urban professional
churches — a third expression of faith distinct from the official churches and traditionally rural house churches —
marks a turning point for Christianity in China. Tragedies such as the Tiananmen Square (1989) massacre and
the handling of the SARS epidemic (2002) spurred many to seek answers to difficult life questions. Corruption
within the government and society has further disillusioned people. One result of such ideological disillusionment
— together with rising distaste for crass materialism — has been a significant turning to God for the first time among
urban professionals and rural and minority populations. (OW Answers to Prayer 3)

e The window of opportunity for spiritual receptivity might not be open indefinitely. China today faces materialism —
with increasing wealth, the debilitating effects of spreading corruption, moral decline and the growing social and
economic impact of the one child policy. All of these may profoundly affect the spiritual openness of the nation
and the Church itself. Pray that the Refiner’s fire might keep burning and that the Church’s spiritual cutting edge —
honed in the midst of persecution — might not be blunted. (OW 1)

¢ China remains officially atheist, and Communist Party members number well over 70 million. But the Christian
population has eclipsed this number (it is also far outstripped by Chinese Buddhists). Increasing numbers of Party
members are believers. Pray that the atheism promoted for so long — and now so assiduously propagated in the
education system — will finally be revealed as hollow and deceptive lies. Pray also that all followers of Christ
working in state structures might walk faultlessly and be a redemptive force within the government. (OW 3)




