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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
e That Pastor Jon would teach and preach in God’s power as he continues a series on 1 John.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church.
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC.
e That God would build the community of RPC: prayer meetings, softball, bible studies, etc.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (retiring June) (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church,
Ben Miller (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne(retiring August) (Mt.
Vernon, NY), Regional Home Missionary (Starting September 2016).
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Ethnic Breakdown: mestizo and white 84.2%, Afro-Colombian (includes multatto, Raizal, and Palenquero) 10.4%,
Amerindian 3.4%, Roma <.01, unspecified 2.1% (2005 est.)

Major Languages: Spanish (official)

Religion: Roman Catholic 90%, other 10%

Population: 46,736,728 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 72.34 years female: 78.8 years (2015 est.)

Government: republic; executive branch dominates government structure

Economic Conditions: Colombia's consistently sound economic policies and aggressive promotion of free trade
agreements in recent years have bolstered its ability to weather external shocks. Colombia depends heavily on energy
and mining exports, making it vulnerable to a drop in commodity prices. Colombia is the world's fourth largest coal
exporter and Latin America's fourth largest oil producer. Economic development is stymied by inadequate infrastructure,
inequality, poverty, narco-trafficking and an uncertain security situation.

Declining oil prices have resulted in a drop in government revenues. In 2014, Colombia passed a tax reform bill to offset
the lost revenue from the global drop in oil prices. The SANTOS administration is also using tax reform to help finance
implementation of a peace deal between FARC and the government. Colombian officials estimate a peace deal may
bolster economic growth by up to 2%.

Despite austerity measures put in place by the SANTOS administration, GDP and foreign direct investment (FDI) fell in
2015, while the El Nino weather phenomenon caused food and energy prices to rise, with inflation spiking to 6.8%. In
order to combat inflation, the Central Bank raised interest rates four times during the last four months of 2015, ending the
year with a 25 basis point increase to 5.75%. Unemployment has continued to decrease and hit a record low of 8.9% in
2015, but the rate is still one of Latin America's highest. Nevertheless, Colombia’s GDP growth rate makes it the region’s
best performer among large economies in 2015.

The SANTOS Administration's foreign policy has focused on bolstering Colombia's commercial ties and boosting
investment at home. Colombia has signed or is negotiating Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with more than a dozen



AMP 4-24-16 | 9:00 - 9:30am
countries; the US-Colombia FTA went into force in May 2012. The United States and Colombia have benefitted from the
FTA, but Colombia’s ability to take full advantage of its enhanced access to American markets continues to be
constrained by lack of export diversification. Nontariff measures remain a point of contention for bilateral trade relations.
Truck scrappage regulation, and restrictions on liquor, pharmaceutical, and ethanol imports are top irritants in the bilateral
trade relationship. Colombia is a founding member of the Pacific Alliance - a regional trade block formed in 2012 by Chile,
Colombia, Mexico, and Peru to promote regional trade and economic integration. In 2013, Colombia began its accession
process to the OECD.

GDP Per Capita: $14,000 (2015 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 17% industry: 21% services: 62% (2011 est.)

Education: The educational experience of many Colombian children begins with attendance at a preschool academy until
age five (Educacion preescolar). Basic education (Educacion basica) is compulsory by law. It has two stages: Primary
basic education (Educacion basica primaria) which goes from first to fifth grade — children from six to ten years old, and
Secondary basic education (Educacién basica secundaria), which goes from sixth to ninth grade. Basic education is
followed by Middle vocational education (Educacion media vocacional) that comprises the tenth and eleventh grades. It
may have different vocational training modalities or specialties (academic, technical, business, and so on.) according to
the curriculum adopted by each school.

After the successful completion of all the basic and middle education years, a high-school diploma is awarded. The high-
school graduate is known as a bachiller, because secondary basic school and middle education are traditionally
considered together as a unit called bachillerato (sixth to eleventh grade). Students in their final year of middle education
take the ICFES test (now renamed Saber 11) in order to gain access to higher education (Educacién superior).
Bachilleres (high-school graduates) may enter into a professional undergraduate career program offered by a university;
these programs last up to five years (or less for technical, technological and intermediate professional education, and
post-graduate studies), even as much to six to seven years for some careers, such as medicine. In Colombia, there is not
an institution such as college; students go directly into a career program at a university or any other educational institution
to obtain a professional, technical or technological title. Once graduated from the university, people are granted a
(professional, technical or technological) diploma and licensed (if required) to practice the career they have chosen. For
some professional career programs, students are required to take the Saber-Pro test, in their final year of undergraduate
academic education.

A total of 93.6% of the population aged 15 and older were recorded as literate, including 98.2% of those aged 15-24.
(wiki)

Religion: The National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) does not collect religious statistics, and accurate
reports are difficult to obtain. However, based on various studies and a survey, about 90% of the population adheres to
Christianity, the majority of which (70.9%) are Roman Catholic, while a significant minority (16.7%) adhere to
Protestantism (primarily Evangelicalism). Some 4.7% of the population is atheist or agnostic, while 3.5% claim to believe
in God but do not follow a specific religion. 1.8% of Colombians adhere to Jehovah's Witnesses and Adventism and less
than 1% adhere to other religions, such as Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Mormonism, Hinduism, Indigenous religions, Hare
Krishna movement, Rastafari movement, Orthodox Catholic Church, and spiritual studies. The remaining people either did
not respond or replied that they did not know. In addition to the above statistics, 35.9% of Colombians reported that they
did not practice their faith actively.

While Colombia remains a mostly Roman Catholic country by baptism numbers, the 1991 Colombian constitution
guarantees freedom and equality of religion. (wiki)

Prayer Points:

e Colombia remains volatile and dangerous, although a strong government has stabilized the nation in recent years.
Levels of violence, kidnapping and assassination are still abnormally high. Leftist guerrillas and right-wing
paramilitaries both seem to have abandoned ideological agendas and have effectively become gangs profiting
from cocaine and kidnapping. Political or religious leaders who oppose such groups are targeted. Cocaine
production has actually grown despite the government’s efforts to reduce it. Crop destruction has driven the
rebels and coca growers into national parks and ecological reserves where they are destroying much of
Colombia’s rich ecosystem and biodiversity. Pray for a government that will be strong in opposing violence and
wise and just in moving the nation forward. A number of key government figures have been exposed as having
ties to paramilitary groups. This is a revelation that will ultimately prove healthy for transparency and
accountability, but will shake many people’s trust in the government in a land where faith in state institutions is
already weak. (OW 1)

e Evangelical growth has been significant. In 1933, there were only 15,000 evangelicals. In 2010, they numbered
3.5 million. Some claim numbers as high as five million. Local, citywide and national evangelistic outreaches have
resulted in large increases in numbers of congregations and believers. Some churches have grown 1,000-fold
over the last two decades! Amanacer Colombia is a vision seeking to see 18,000 more evangelical churches
planted. (OW 5)




