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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
e That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he preaches on biblical friendship, a topic covered in 1 John,
John 14-16, and in Jesus Christ's Sermon on the Mount.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church. (Pray for Christiana Nieves)
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC. (Street Life work day)
e That God would build the community of RPC: baptisms, prayer meetings, softball, baby showers, picnics, etc.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller (Syosset, NY),
Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne(retiring August) (Mt. Vernon, NY), Regional Home
Missionary, William Shishko (Starting September 2016).
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Ethnic Breakdown: Greek 93%, other (foreign citizens) 7% (2001 census)

Major Languages: Greek (official) 99%, other (includes English and French) 1%

Religion: Greek Orthodox (official) 98%, Muslim 1.3%, other 0.7%

Life Expectancy: male: 77.83 years female: 83.2 years (2015 est.)

Government: parliamentary republic

Economic Conditions: Greece has a capitalist economy with a public sector accounting for about 40% of GDP and with
per capita GDP about two-thirds that of the leading euro-zone economies. Tourism provides 18% of GDP. Immigrants
make up nearly one-fifth of the work force, mainly in agricultural and unskilled jobs. Greece is a major beneficiary of EU
aid, equal to about 3.3% of annual GDP.

The Greek economy averaged growth of about 4% per year between 2003 and 2007, but the economy went into
recession in 2009 as a result of the world financial crisis, tightening credit conditions, and Athens' failure to address a
growing budget deficit. By 2013 the economy had contracted 26%, compared with the pre-crisis level of 2007.

In 2014, the Greek economy began to turn the corner on the recession. Greece achieved three significant milestones:
balancing the budget - not including debt repayments; issuing government debt in financial markets for the first time since
2010; and generating 0.8% GDP growth—the first economic expansion since 2007.

Despite the nascent recovery, widespread discontent with austerity measures helped propel the far-left Coalition of the
Radical Left (SYRIZA) party into government in national legislative elections in January 2015. Between January and July
2015, frustrations between the SYRIZA-led government and Greece’s EU and IMF creditors over the implementation of
bailout measures and disbursement of funds led the Greek government to run up significant arrears to suppliers and
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Greek banks to rely on emergency lending, and also called into question Greece’s future in the euro zone. To stave off a
collapse of the banking system, Greece imposed capital controls in June 2015 shortly before rattling international financial
markets by becoming the first developed nation to miss a loan payment to the IMF. Unable to reach an agreement with
creditors, Prime Minister Alexios TSIPRAS held a nationwide referendum on 5 July on whether to accept the terms of
Greece’s bailout, campaigning for the ultimately successful “no” vote. The TSIPRAS government subsequently agreed,
however, to a new $96 billion bailout in order to avert Greece’s exit from the monetary bloc. On 20 August, Greece signed
its third bailout which allowed it to cover significant debt payments to its EU and IMF creditors and ensure the banking
sector retained access to emergency liquidity. Despite the economic turmoil, Greek GDP did not contract as sharply as
feared, with official source estimates of a -0.2% contraction in 2015, boosted in part by a strong tourist season.
GDP Per Capita: $25,200 (2015 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 3.9% industry: 13.3% services: 82.8% (2015 est.)
Education: Greeks have a long tradition of valuing and investing in paideia (education). Paideia was one of the highest
societal values in the Greek and Hellenistic world while the first European institution described as a university was
founded in 5th century Constantinople and operated in various incarnations until the city's fall to the Ottomans in 1453.
The University of Constantinople was Christian Europe's first secular institution of higher learning since no theological
subjects were taught, and considering the original meaning of the world university as a corporation of students, the world’s
first university as well.
Compulsory education in Greece comprises primary schools (Dimotiké Scholeio) and gymnasium. Nursery schools
(Paidikés Stathmés) are popular but not compulsory. Kindergartens (Nipiagogeio) are now compulsory for any child above
4 years of age. Children start primary school aged 6 and remain there for six years. Attendance at gymnasia starts at age
12 and lasts for three years.
Greece's post-compulsory secondary education consists of two school types: unified upper secondary schools and
technical-vocational educational schools ("TEE"). Post-compulsory secondary education also includes vocational training
institutes ("IEK") which provide a formal but unclassified level of education. As they can accept both Gymnasio (lower
secondary school) and Lykeio (upper secondary school) graduates, these institutes are not classified as offering a
particular level of education.
The Greek education system also provides special kindergartens, primary and secondary schools for people with special
needs or difficulties in learning. Specialist gymnasia and high schools offering musical, theological and physical education
also exist. (wiki)
Religion: The Greek Constitution recognizes Eastern Orthodoxy as the "prevailing" faith of the country, while
guaranteeing freedom of religious belief for all. The Greek government does not keep statistics on religious groups and
censuses do not ask for religious affiliation. According to the U.S. State Department, an estimated 97% of Greek citizens
identify themselves as Eastern Orthodox, belonging to the Greek Orthodox Church.
In a Eurostat — Eurobarometer 2010 poll, 79% of Greek citizens responded that they "believe there is a God". According
to other sources, 15.8% of Greeks describe themselves as "very religious", which is the highest among all European
countries. The survey also found that just 3.5% never attend a church, compared to 4.9% in Poland and 59.1% in the
Czech Republic. (wiki)
Prayer Points:

e Greece’s economic and social travails of the past few years have caused much uncertainty, upheaval and
disruption. The massive deficit and debt, the crisis of the Euro and the threat of financial meltdown regardless of
what actions are taken cause fingers of blame to point in all directions. Protests and riots are increasingly
common and frequently violent. Regardless of how low the Greek economy must sink until it hits rock-bottom, it
has amounted to a genuine shaking of the nation’s foundations. Pray that such shaking might drive the nation to
cry out to God rather than to trust in the obviously flawed financial solutions offered by economists and politicians.
(OW 1)

e The Orthodox Church was a rallying point for Greece during the long Ottoman and then German occupations.
Orthodoxy became a deep part of Greek identity and contributed to an attitude of xenophobia. Other expressions
of Christianity are seen as a threat. Renewal within the Orthodox framework tends to mean anti-heresy
movements and increased monasticism. Most Greeks are ignorant of the gospel message and are unreceptive to
any non-Orthodox witness. (OW 3 Introduction)

¢ Religious minorities have in the past been persecuted by the Greek government and frowned upon socially by the
majority. But in recent years things have improved, although discrimination occasionally occurs due to ignorance
or fanaticism. While Muslims and Jews enjoy official recognition, Catholics and Protestants often face difficulties
in getting the same recognition. In such cases, proselytism tends to be the stumbling block — any groups
perceived as attempting to woo Greeks away from Orthodoxy will face opposition. Pray that such discrimination
might end and, in turn, that evangelicals might see the effectiveness of working toward the re-evangelization of
Greeks in appropriate ways and through the right channels. (OW 4)




