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Today’s Service
•
•
•

That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he preaches on biblical friendship, a topic covered in 1 John,
John 14-16, and in Jesus Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.
That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.

RPC Outreach
•
•
•

That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church. (Pray for Christiana Nieves)
That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC. (Street Life work day)
That God would build the community of RPC: baptisms, prayer meetings, softball, picnics, etc.

Regional Church
•

Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, William Shishko (Franklin Square, NY) (retiring July), Trinity Church, Ben
Miller (Syosset, NY), Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne(retiring August) (Mt. Vernon,
NY), Regional Home Missionary, William Shishko (Starting September 2016).

Guyana | Basic Country Facts:

Operation World Denomination Statistics
Christians
Protestant
Independent
Anglican
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Orthodox
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Doubly
Affiliated

Deno
ms
40
29
1
1
1
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Pop
%
24.20
11.06
8.41
11.95
1.00
1.53
-5.47

Affiliates

Ann
Gr

184,000
84,000
64,000
91,000
8,000
12,000
-42,000

1.2%
1.4%
-0.6%
0.2%
-0.8%
3.0%
0.0%

Ethnic Breakdown: East Indian 43.5%, black (African) 30.2%, mixed 16.7%, Amerindian 9.1%, other 0.5% (includes

Portuguese, Chinese, white) (2002 est.)
Major Languages: English (official), Guyanese Creole, Amerindian languages (including Caribbean and Arawak
languages), Indian languages (including Caribbean Hindustani, a dialect of Hindi), Chinese (2014 est.)
Religion: Protestant 30.5% (Pentecostal 16.9%, Anglican 6.9%, Seventh Day Adventist 5%, Methodist 1.7%), Hindu
28.4%, Roman Catholic 8.1%, Muslim 7.2%, Jehovah's Witness 1.1%, other Christian 17.7%, other 1.9%, none 4.3%,
unspecified 0.9% (2002 est.)
Life Expectancy: male: 65.1 years female: 71.24 years (2015 est.)
Government: parliamentary republic
Economic Conditions: The Guyanese economy exhibited moderate economic growth in recent years and is based
largely on agriculture and extractive industries. The economy is heavily dependent upon the export of six commodities sugar, gold, bauxite, shrimp, timber, and rice - which represent nearly 60% of the country's GDP and are highly
susceptible to adverse weather conditions and fluctuations in commodity prices. Much of Guyana's growth in recent years
has come from a surge in gold production in response to global prices, although downward trends in gold prices may
threaten future growth. In 2014, production of sugar dropped to a 24-year low.
Guyana's entrance into the Caricom Single Market and Economy in January 2006 has broadened the country's export
market, primarily in the raw materials sector. Guyana has experienced positive growth almost every year over the past
decade. Inflation has been kept under control. Recent years have seen the government's stock of debt reduced
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significantly - with external debt now less than half of what it was in the early 1990s. Despite recent improvements, the
government is still juggling a sizable external debt against the urgent need for expanded public investment. In March
2007, the Inter-American Development Bank, Guyana's principal donor, canceled Guyana's nearly $470 million debt,
equivalent to 21% of GDP, which along with other Highly Indebted Poor Country debt forgiveness, brought the debt-toGDP ratio down from 183% in 2006 to 67% in 2015. Guyana had become heavily indebted as a result of the inwardlooking, state-led development model pursued in the 1970s and 1980s.
Chronic problems include a shortage of skilled labor and a deficient infrastructure.
GDP Per Capita: $7,500 (2015 est.)
GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 21.8% industry: 25.3% services: 52.9% (2015 est.)
Education: Guyana's educational system is considered to be among the best in the Caribbean, but it deteriorated
significantly in the 1980s, because of inadequate funding and emigration of many highly educated citizens. Although the
education system recovered in the 1990s, it still does not produce the quality of educated students necessary for Guyana
to modernise its workforce. The country lacks a critical mass of expertise in many of the disciplines and activities on which
it depends.
The educational system does not sufficiently focus on the training of Guyanese in science and technology, technical and
vocational subjects, business management, or computer sciences. The Guyanese education system is modelled on the
former British education system. Students are expected to take the NGSA (National Grade Six Assessment) for entrance
into high school in grade 7. They take the CXC at the end of high school. Schools have introduced the CAPE exams
which all other Caribbean countries have introduced. The A-level system, inherited from the British era, has all but
disappeared and is offered only in a few schools.
Further adding to the problems of the educational system, many of the better-educated professional teachers have
emigrated to other countries over the past two decades, mainly because of low pay, lack of opportunities and crime. (wiki)
Religion: Christianity and Hinduism are the dominant religions in Guyana. Data from a 2002 census on religious affiliation
indicates that approximately 57 percent of the population is Christian.
Christianity's status as Guyana's dominant system of values is a consequence of colonial history. To the European
planters, colonial administrators, and missionaries, the profession of Christian beliefs and observance of Christian
practices were prerequisites to social acceptance. Even though the planters discouraged the teaching of their religion to
the slaves, Christianity eventually became as much the religion of the Africans as of the Europeans. Indeed, after
abolition, Christian institutions played an even more important role in the lives of the former slaves than in the lives of the
masters. By the time the East Indians and other indentured groups arrived in Guyana, a new syncretic Afro-Guyanese
culture in which Christianity played an important part had already been established. Only since the mid-20th century, with
the growth of the Indo-Guyanese population and the efforts of their ethnic and religious organizations, have Muslim and
Hindu values and institutions been recognized as having equal status with those of Guyana's Christians. (wiki)
Prayer Points:
• Guyana seems to exist precariously on many levels. It is constantly under threat from persistent claims on its land
by Venezuela and Suriname. The political sphere is defined along racial lines. The economy is vulnerable to the
climate, as the disastrous floods of 2005 attest. Large-scale emigration has denuded the country of much of its
population, including many of the most gifted. Pray that an enduring hope might come to Guyana, most expressly
through the transformation that only the gospel can enact. (OW 1)
• There is a vital, vibrant, growing evangelical witness, and evangelicals are found in all levels of society.
Pentecostal, charismatic (“clap-hand”) and evangelical denominations and fellowships continue to grow despite
negative population growth. Churches are still largely divided along racial lines, but the multiracial congregations
that do exist are some of the few ethnic bridges in the country. The cross-denominational work of the Guyanese
Evangelical Fellowship is vital in this area. Pray for all believers to demonstrate the power of the gospel in their
unity, in their words and in holy living. (OW 2)
• Religious minorities have in the past been persecuted by the Greek government and frowned upon socially by the
Most Afro-Guyanese and mixed-race Guyanese are Christian, but nominalism is widespread, stable two-parent
families rare (a legacy of the time of slavery) and syncretistic and deviant beliefs common. Obeah Spiritism and
witchcraft, Rastafarianism and foreign sects as well as the racist Nation of Islam are influential here. Pray for the
true and uncorrupted gospel to radically impact these communities. (OW 3)
• Medical ministry is both important and fruitful. With limited medical facilities and widespread AIDS (Guyana has
the second highest prevalence in the Caribbean region) and malaria, Guyana is in need of better medical care.
The loving testimony of Christian medical workers from many groups, including Youth With A Mission (YWAM)
and Operation Guyana, opens many doors for the gospel to be shared. (OW 7)

