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Today’s Service
e That God would draw unsaved people to our service and into his kingdom. Pray especially for those that reached
by Robert’s tract ministry.
e That Pastor Jon would preach in God’s power as he starts a series on friendship.
e That God’s presence would be palpable and that all in attendance would be changed by the goodness, power,
and love of God.
RPC Outreach
e That we the people of RPC would desire to be a word and deed church. (Pray for Christiana Nieves)
e That God would open up great and lasting opportunities of community service for RPC. (Street Life work day)
e That God would build the community of RPC: baptisms, prayer meetings, bible studies softball, etc.
Regional Church
e Pray for the other churches of our presbytery: Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Jonathan Holst
(Hamden, CT); Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia, Meindert Ploegman (Bohemia, NY); Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Franklin Square, (Franklin Square, NY), Trinity Church, Ben Miller (Syosset, NY),
Westchester Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dan Osborne(retiring August) (Mt. Vernon, NY), Regional Home
Missionary, William Shishko (Starting September 2016).
India | Basic Country Facts:

Operation World Denomination Statistics
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Ethnic Breakdown: Indo-Aryan 72%, Dravidian 25%, Mongoloid and other 3% (2000)

Major Languages: Hindi 41%, Bengali 8.1%, Telugu 7.2%, Marathi 7%, Tamil 5.9%, Urdu 5%, Gujarati 4.5%, Kannada
3.7%, Malayalam 3.2%, Oriya 3.2%, Punjabi 2.8%, Assamese 1.3%, Maithili 1.2%, other 5.9%

note: English enjoys the status of subsidiary official language but is the most important language for national, political, and
commercial communication; Hindi is the most widely spoken language and primary tongue of 41% of the people; there are
14 other official languages: Bengali, Telugu, Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, Gujarati, Malayalam, Kannada, Oriya, Punjabi,
Assamese, Kashmiri, Sindhi, and Sanskrit; Hindustani is a popular variant of Hindi/Urdu spoken widely throughout
northern India but is not an official language (2001 census)

Religions: Hindu 79.8%, Muslim 14.2%, Christian 2.3%, Sikh 1.7%, other and unspecified 2% (2011 est.)

Population: 1,251,695,584 (July 2015 est.)

Life Expectancy: male: 66.97 years female: 69.42 years (2015 est.)

Government: federal parliamentary republic

Economic Conditions: India's diverse economy encompasses traditional village farming, modern agriculture, handicrafts,
a wide range of modern industries, and a multitude of services. Slightly less than half of the work force is in agriculture,
but, services are the major source of economic growth, accounting for nearly two-thirds of India's output with less than
one-third of its labor force. India has capitalized on its large educated English-speaking population to become a major
exporter of information technology services, business outsourcing services, and software workers.

India is developing into an open-market economy, yet traces of its past autarkic policies remain. Economic liberalization
measures, including industrial deregulation, privatization of state-owned enterprises, and reduced controls on foreign
trade and investment, began in the early 1990s and served to accelerate the country's growth, which averaged under 7%
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per year from 1997 to 2011. India's economic growth began slowing in 2011 because of a decline in investment caused
by high interest rates, rising inflation, and investor pessimism about the government's commitment to further economic
reforms and about slow world growth. Rising macroeconomic imbalances in India and improving economic conditions in
Western countries led investors to shift capital away from India, prompting a sharp depreciation of the rupee.

Despite a high growth rate compared to the rest of the world, in 2015, India’s government-owned banks faced mounting
bad debt, resulting in low credit growth and restrained economic growth.

The outlook for India's long-term growth is moderately positive due to a young population and corresponding low
dependency ratio, healthy savings and investment rates, and increasing integration into the global economy. However,
India's discrimination against women and girls, an inefficient power generation and distribution system, ineffective
enforcement of intellectual property rights, decades-long civil litigation dockets, inadequate transport and agricultural
infrastructure, limited non-agricultural employment opportunities, high spending and poorly-targeted subsidies, inadequate
availability of quality basic and higher education, and accommodating rural-to-urban migration are significant long-term
challenges.

GDP Per Capita: 56,200 (2015 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 16.1% industry: 29.5% services: 54.4% (2015 est.)

Education: Literacy 67% (55% for females, 77% for males). Functional literacy is lower.(OW)

Religion: India’s constitution provides full religious freedom of worship and witness for all religions. The rise of

Hindutva extremism resulted in a hate campaign against Muslims in the early 1990s and against Christians in the late
1990s as followers of “foreign” religions. Due to mass-conversion movements by Dalit groups away from Hinduism, and to
evangelistic activities by Christian groups, issues of conversion and anti-conversion laws are of high importance and
sensitivity. Persecution levels range widely, usually depending on the strength of Hindutva groups from one state to the
next. (OW)

Prayer Points:

e Hinduism is the world’s third-largest religious system. Hinduism, most broadly understood, is a civilizational
dynamic incorporating every aspect of life, embracing those who live in or identify with India and its culture. As a
religion, it is a pluralistic network of religious beliefs and systems ranging from the philosophical (self-
realization),to Vedic-influenced rituals, to popular expression (idols), to village Hinduism (animism, occultism). It
absorbs elements of any religion it encounters and is widely regarded as an inclusive religion, one of tolerance
and peace. lts global influence is significant through movements such as yoga, Hare Krishna/ISKCON, New Age,
Art of Living and others. Many concepts of Hinduism have become part of 21st Century postmodern culture —
yoga, gurus, karma, dharma, reincarnation and transcendental meditation.

o Hinduism has strong cultural appeal, yet in their search for fulfilment and purpose, Hindus still long for
true communion with the Creator. Pray that Christians (considered as “Western”) may demonstrate, in
authentic Indian cultural expressions, true spirituality and the transformation Christ brings.

o The Hindu caste system remains a major issue. It has been only partly addressed through constitutional
equality, the legal ban on discrimination and affirmative action favouring the underprivileged in education
and government jobs. The rising demands by Dalits for their constitutional rights and for a share in the
land and wealth of the country, and by tribals for protection of their ancestral lands and ways, are often
met by obstruction, intimidation and repression. Pray that:

= The Christian response may be both biblical and Christlike, ministering to all oppressed people
while rooting out casteism within its own ranks. About 80% of all Christians are of Dalit or tribal
communities, and the average Hindu associates Christianity with the underclasses of their
society.

= The churches. Pray that in their outreach they may be sensitive to the caste networks and
facilitate people movements to Christ, and that in their fellowship they may work toward
elimination of the dividing walls of society. Many churches are themselves guilty of caste-based
discrimination. (OW 4 Introduction, 4A,4B)

e The Church in India is highly diverse, has a long legacy and is, at the same time, vital and growing, and nominal
and declining. Much of Indian Christianity is the result of people movements over the past 300 years, punctuated
by local revivals. In many denominations, it remains in Western forms. Liberal theology, universalism and growing
nominalism in the Church have dried up the spirit of outreach to the millions of non-Christians. Many
congregations have no first-generation believers from a non-Christian background. Disputes over personalities,
power and property have led to many divisions, court cases, widespread disillusionment and continuous loss of
young people to materialism. At the same time, steady streams of Christians transfer from these groups to newer,
more dynamic Independent churches. Pray that present pressures and the work of the Holy Spirit might bring new
life to traditional forms of Christianity. (OW 5)

e Pray for those affected by the flooding that comes with monsoon season.




