
Judges (before Kings there were Judges)

Genesis - From Father to Family (12 Tribes)
Exodus- From Family to Nation
Exodus - Deuteronomy- A Homeless Nation
Joshua - a Home for the Nation - Joshua 13-19, 24:13 
Judges - God’s People Rebell Against Him again and 
again

“I gave you a land on which you had not labored and 
cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You 
eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did 
not plant.” - Joshua 24:13

Read Joshua 24 - Judges 3 to see how dark Israel’s 
rebellion in Judges really is. Ultimately, it results in the 
grizzly stories of Judges 17-21.

See Psalm 106:39-45 for a summary of Judges

Theme:  
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes,” (17.6, 21.25)Quick Outline

Judges 1-16 Apostasy  of Israel
Judges 17-21 Anarchy in Israel

Jesus in Judges
• Each Judge is a flawed hero pointing to the flawless hero
• Theophanies in Judges: 2:1-5, 6:11-24, 13:3-5, 9-23
• See Hebrews 11:32. Would you put him in the Hall of Faith?
• Rebellion, Result, Repentance, Rescue = Judges, God’s People, You, and Me
 Oh to grace how great a debtor, Daily I’m constrained to be!
 Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to thee
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love
 Take my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for thy courts above! - Robert Robinson
 

Quick Notes

Summary of the WSC 4-38: 
 
 

  4-11: God & His Plan 

12-19: Man & His Sin 

20-38: Godman & Salvation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WSC 20 Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery?  
 
God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity,  
 
elected some to everlasting life,  
 
did enter into a covenant of grace,  

to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to  
bring them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. 

 
 
The Story of Christianity: A Tale of Two Covenants   
 
 
 

 You Are 
Here 

Why God Saves 

Who God Saves 

How God Saves 

 How is this 
answer 

Trinitarian? 

 
Why take so much 

time getting to 
Jesus? 

First Promise: Gen. 3:15 to Adam 

Stage Set: Gen. 9:1-17 & Noah  

Family: Gen. 12:1-3, 15, 17 & Abraham 

Nation & Mediator: Exodus 19:1-8 & Moses 

Kingdom, King & Hero: 2 Sam. 7 & David 

Fulfillment: Hebrews 8 - The New Covenant 

Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 1:20) 

The Last Days (Heb. 1:1-2) 
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JUDGES (21)   
 Authorship: Anonymous, but late Jewish tradition ascribes to Samuel 
 Date:  c. 1375-1050 BC 
 Circumstances: National decline between the death of Joshua (1375) and the rise of Samuel/Saul (1050) 
 Theme:  Apostasy and anarchy in the absence of a king (17.6, 21.25)  
 

Content Outline 
 The Cycle of Apostasy (1-2) 
 The Cycle of Deliverers (3-16) 

o Othniel & Ehud (3) 
o Deborah & Barak (4-5) 
o Gideon & Sons (6-9) 
o Tola & Jair (10) 
o Jephthah (11-12) 
o Samson (13-16) 

 The Spiral into Anarchy (17-21) 

Twelve Judges 
Names Years of Rest Reference 
Othniel 40 3.7-11 
Ehud 80 3.12-30 
Shamgar ??? 3.31 
Deborah 40 4-5 
Gideon 40 6-9 
Tola 23 10.1-2 
Jair 22 10.3-5 
Jephthah 6 11-12.7 
Ibzan 7 12.8-10 
Elon 10 12.11-12 
Abdon 8 12.13-15 
Samson 20 13-16 

 

Key Features 
 Israel’s national decline was God’s judgment on generational unfaithfulness: 

o Before his death, Joshua adjured Israel to finish the conquest of Canaan (Josh 23.4-5) 
o After some initial continuation (1.1-26), Israel failed to complete the mission (1.27-36) 
o In response, God pronounces that the remaining nations “shall become thorns in your sides,” (2.3, 20-23) 
o The text connects this unfaithfulness with catechetical failure (2.6-10) 
o Yet despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God remains gracious and thus raises up a series of judges (2.11-23) 

 The book’s synopsis is a cyclical pattern: apostasy, judgment, deliverance, recidivism (2.11-19) 
 Throughout the book, God employs surprising means to judge his enemies and rescue his people 

o Ehud’s left-handedness and Jael’s ethnicity make them the perfect assassins (3.15, 3.17)  
o Shamgar kills 600 Philistines with an oxgoad (3.31) 
o Gideon routs a countless host (6.5) with a mere three hundred men (7.19-23) 
o Samson kills 1000 Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (15.14-17) and 3000 more in his death (16.23-31) 

 Yet even the best of the judges fail in key areas: 
o Barak lost glory because he would not lead Israel unless Deborah went with him (4.6-9) 
o Gideon tests God twice (6.36-40), and later set up an idolatrous ephod (8.27): 
o Jephthah swears a sinful, tragic vow – and then appears to have fulfilled it (11.29-40) 
o Samson’s appetite for Philistine women proves to be his undoing (16.4-22) 

 After the death of Samson, Israel’s downward spiral accelerates: 
o Idolatry becomes celebrated (17-18) 
o Gibeah becomes indistinguishable from Sodom (19.22-30, cf. Gen 19.1-11) 
o The tribe of Benjamin avoids annihilation only by orchestrated wife-stealing (20-21) 

 

The Road to the Cross 
 “That each of these delivers has a prominent character flaw only underscores the fact that it was ultimately God 

who was doing the delivering. And the depressing cycle of rebellion and rescue in the book of Judges only 
underscores the fact that there needs to be an ultimate divine rescue from the source of that rebellion.”21 

 “With dismaying regularity, believers reenact the cycle of the book of Judges. Our attention and affection are all 
too frequently drawn away from God by the everyday attractions and alternative paths presented to us in eye-
catching packages that conceal the emptiness hiding inside them. We forget God, experience the negative 
consequences that always come from doing so, realize our error and turn back to God, and then enjoy renewed 
life and peace in fellowship with him. In other words, we are delivered from the oppressive reign of sin back 
into the life-giving reign of God.”22  

 

Summary: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes,” (17.6, 21.25) 
                                                           

21 Williams, Jesus Lens, 38. 
 

22 Ibid., 39. 

Read this Week:
Joshua 24 - Judges 3
and about 5 of the below Judges


