
Joshua (“Joshua” is Hebrew for “Jesus”; means Yahweh is Salvation)

Genesis - From Father to Family (12 Tribes)
Exodus- From Family to Nation
Exodus - Deuteronomy- A Homeless Nation
Joshua - a Home for the Nation - Joshua 13-19, 24:13

Theme:  Let God be True though Every Man a Liar
(Romans 3:4)
Joshua 21:43-45 “Thus the LORD gave to Israel all 
the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And 
they took possession of it, and they settled there. 
And the LORD gave them rest on every side just 
as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their 
enemies had withstood them, for the LORD had 
given all their enemies into their hands. Not one 
word of all the good promises that the LORD had 
made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to 
pass.”

Moses dies in the Wilderness. Joshua (Jesus) leads 
(shepherds) his people into the promised land. 
Moses and the Law only get us so far!

Quick Outline
Joshua 1-12 Conquest of Promised Land

Joshua 13-24 Genesis - Joshua:
                   Promises Fulfilled

Thursday 1-2 Joshua Commissioned
Friday 3 Jordan Crossed
Saturday 6 Jericho Falls
Sunday 7 Achan Falls

Monday 11; 21:43-45 Canaan Falls

Tuesday 14 Caleb Rewarded
Wednesday 24 Joshua Dies

Joshua in a Week

Jesus in Joshua (p. 10 in J Montgomery’s Concise Summary of the English Bible)

The Promised Land - Center of the World?

300 Miles North of Egypt, 700 miles SW of Nineveh, 
700 W of Babylon, 1000 miles W of Persia, 
800 SE of Greece, 1,500 miles SE of Rome 

Middle East = Cradle of Civilization & Graveyard of 
Nations!

Quick Notes
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JOSHUA (24)    
 Authorship: Joshua (24.26), with Eleazar and Phinehas (24.29-33) 
 Date:  1406-1350 BC 
 Circumstances: The conquest of Canaan – and its aftermath (15.13-19, cf. Jdg 1.11-15; 19.47, cf. Jdg 1.34) 
 Theme:  Israel conquers Canaan, according to God’s promise  
 

Content Outline 
 Entering the Land (1-5) 

o Commission (1) 
o Reconnaissance (2) 
o Entrance (3-4) 
o Consecration (5) 

 Conquering the Land (6-12) 
o Southern Campaign (6-10) 
o Northern Campaign (11) 
o Score of Kings (12) 

 Dividing the Land (13-21) 
o Gilead (13) 
o Canaan (14-19) 
o Cities of Refuge (20) 
o Cities of Levites (21) 

 Abiding in the Land (22-24) 
o Altar of Witness (22) 
o Joshua’s Farewell (23-24) 

 

Key Features 
 The conquest of Canaan fulfills the fourth part of God’s “quad promise” to Abraham (21.43-45; cf. Gen 12.1-3) 
 The conquest demonstrates God’s sovereign control over nature (10.12-14) 
 The conquest also manifests God’s sovereign judgment over the nations: 

o A common objection against Christianity is that God authorized ethnic cleansing (6.21, 8.26, 10.28, etc.) 
 What are the assumptions behind this objection? (Behind every hard question is a hidden assumption.) 

 Firstly, that God had no right to command the annihilation of the Canaanites 
 Secondly, that the Canaanites did not deserve to die 

 Neither assumption is compatible with the biblical worldview: 
 All humans descended from Adam by ordinary generation are sinners (Ps 51.5, Eccl 7.20, Rom 5.12) 
 Canaanite religion with its child sacrifice was particularly abominable to God (Dt 12.31) 
 As the Creator, God has the right to judge humanity according to families (Rom 5.19, 1Cor 15.22) 

o But what should we learn from the annihilation of the Canaanites? 
 The annihilation of the Canaanites was not a model for modern warfare (Ex 20.13, Rom 13.9) 
 Nor does the ethnic cleansing of Canaan provide a justification for racism (Gal 3.28, Col 3.11, Rev 7.9) 
 Rather, the conquest of Canaan was a manifestation of God’s eschatological judgment: 

 What happened in Canaan happened at the beginning of history in the Flood (Gen 7.22-23) 
 What happened at Canaan will happen in the end of history at the Second Coming (Rev 20.15) 
 Canaan’s conquest manifested “the ethical principles of the last judgment” and “only so can the 

conquest be justified and seen as it was in truth not murder, but the hosts of the Almighty visiting 
upon the rebels against his righteous throne their just deserts—not robbery, but the meek 
inheriting the earth.”19 

o Finally, we should note that opportunities to convert were not lacking (2.8-14, 6.22-25) 
 

The Road to the Cross 
 God converted Rahab from Gentile prostitute to an ancestor of our Lord Jesus Christ (Mt 1.5) 
 The Commander of the Army of Yahweh (5.13-15) is theophany of God the Son 
 Joshua’s victory at Makkedah (10.24-25) becomes the image of Christ’s victory (Ps 110.1, 1Cor 15.25) 
 The total annihilation of the Canaanites (6.21) provides a startling image of the final judgment (20.15) 
 Then and now, God saves his people not to amuse themselves, but to serve him (24.15, Eph 2.10) 
 

Summary (1.9, Jn 16.33, Heb 4) 
 “The name ‘Jesus’ is the Greek form of the Hebrew name ‘Joshua’ [“the LORD gives victory”]. Joshua was the 

man God raised up to lead his people to victorious rest in the Old Testament. This historical reality gives 
redemptive focus to the actions of Jesus, the new Joshua… Just as Joshua encouraged the Israelites in their 
battles to keep their eyes focused on the source of their victory and not to rely on anyone or anything else, 
Jesus does the same for us… our rest, our victory come from him alone… [and] involves struggle. But there is 
nothing in the world that can successfully overcome the Creator of the world or his Son.”20 

                                                           
19 Meredith G. Kline, The Structure of Biblical Authority (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 1997), 163. 
 
20 Williams, Jesus Lens, 34-35. 


